The Jesus that John Preached 

Matt 3:1-12 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,  "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.'" 4 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father,' for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 "I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." ESV

Matt 11:11 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

As I listen to religious people today speak and talk of Jesus Christ, I cannot help sometimes to think that they are speaking of a different Jesus than the One that the scriptures portray.  For example, have you seen the Jesus Sports Figurines?  I took this off of www.stpatricksguild.com.  Now you can have your Savior seen as the guiding force for a number of sports.  Let me read the blurb to you directly from the site:

Jesus Sports Statues
Jesus is easily the greatest coach of all. He coaches us through our life decisions, trials, and tribulations, so invite him into other areas of your life as well! The Jesus playing sports religious statues are a wonderful way to encourage your young athlete on the court and in their faith as well. Made of genuine resin, the hand-painted religious sports figures of Jesus playing sports will make a wonderful inspirational addition to the bedroom of your son or daughter. The Jesus playing sports religious sports statues stands approximately 6 inches tall and rests on a beautiful wooden base. The Jesus playing sports statue serves as a contemporary reminder that Jesus is with your child in athletic and in all that they do. All of our Jesus playing sports religious sports statues come gift boxed for your gift-giving convenience and makes a wonderful inspirational gift for baptism, first communion, confirmation, or any gift giving celebration.

Mmmmh – powerful!  And you can choose from Martial Arts Jesus that has two children sparring with green belts and Jesus standing behind them with His arms outstretched or Tennis Jesus, Baseball Jesus, Basketball Jesus, Football Jesus, Hockey Jesus, or Soccer Jesus.  I’m drawn to that Martial Arts Jesus, but I can see some trouble.  If you get your tail handed to you in a match, do you ask for your money back?  Oh, did I mention that they are $21.95 not counting shipping?  It’s Jesus like He’s never been before!  It’s Jesus unlike any you’ve ever seen!  

I don’t want a Jesus that unlike He’s ever been!  I don’t want a made-up Jesus!  I don’t want a Jesus that doesn’t match the Jesus of scripture, the Jesus that really was and is, because He is still alive and He never changes!  

Heb 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever ESV

What He was, He is, and what He is, He will ever be!  This was born in Bethlehem was as Micah prophesed, the one of old whose going forths have been from everlasting to everlasting!  This truly is the Son who would be Everlasting Father that Isaiah told us about!  I don’t want a new Jesus, I want the Ancient of Days!  I don’t want another Jesus; I want the first!  I don’t want a copy or a substitute; I want the real thing!  I’m not interested in a sports Jesus, I want to know the Miracle Worker and the Lamb of God!  I’m not interested in Tennis Jesus, but rather I want to know Him as the Creator of the Grass and Clay and dirt and the rest of the universe!  I don’t want to know Him as the Martial Arts Jesus, I want to know Him as the Champion who destroyed the devil in a 72 hour period and who will one day rule this earth having utterly defeated every one of His enemies!  

Is there anything more important than this?  Somebody quoted the old preacher this week at Men’s Conference and it struck a chord:

“Heaven is not my goal, heaven is my destiny.  To know Jesus is my goal.”  -- J.T. Pugh

I want to know Jesus!  If I truly know Him, then everything will fall into place and everything will be as it should be.  If I truly know Jesus, then I’ll be ready when He comes.  If I know Him truly as He is, then I cannot help but be changed by His great love and majesty!  I cannot help but serve Him faithfully.  I cannot help but be convicted of sin.  I cannot help but persevere and have some tenacity.  I cannot help but overcome.  I cannot help but wait on Him.  I cannot help but love Him and live for Him!  I cannot help but move forward and move higher.  I cannot help but forgive my brother and sister and my enemy.  I cannot NOT praise Him with my whole passion!  I cannot NOT love Him with my whole heart, soul, mind, and strength.  I cannot help but be different from this world!  I cannot help but shine and stand out and witness to His glory.  If I know Him!  

And since it is so important to know Him, then I want to really know Him!  Not just know about Him; not just know what somebody thinks He’s like.  Not just to know a manmade tradition of who He is, but to know Him in the fullness of His identity and power!  I want the real Jesus!  I want to know Him!  

______________________________________________________________________

If you feel that way, then you need to know of John.  This is the John, we call “John the Baptist.”  He’s important if you want to know Jesus because he was the forerunner of Jesus Christ.  That means that he was chosen by God to introduce the real Jesus to the world.  He burst on the scene six months before Jesus’ ministry began.  He was Jesus’ cousin, but didn’t know Him until that fateful day when the Spirit of God quickened him that this was the One.  

Can you picture Him at the Jordan River?  He is a scraggly guy, with a scraggly guy.  He has clothes of camel hair on his back.  He is mean and lean from a very strange diet of locusts and honey.  He doesn’t seek a crowd, rather the crowds come to him!  He does no miracles and yet he preaches with an authority that has even the religious leaders coming out to hear him.  The get out of their ivory towers and their privileged palaces and their tepid temple and they travel to the wilderness to be shook to their very core by this wild man who was a true prophet of God.  

Multitudes are baptized unto repentance, confessing their wrong doing and preparing their heart for the Messiah.  “He’s almost here,” John says!  And then comes that moment – six months of crazy preaching is about to wind up – when Jesus steps up and John boldly announces, “Here He is!  Behold the Lamb of God which takes away the sin of the world!”  This is it!  John is ready to turn the microphone over to Jesus.  John is ready to slink back into the crowds and disappear, but here is – what’s that?  You say you want me to baptize you?  Oh no, I know who you are!  I’ve been preaching about you for months!  I need you to baptize me!  What’s that?  To do what?  To fulfill all righteousness?  Um, okay.”  And John baptized Jesus and the heavens were open and a voice thundered and the anointing of God rested upon Jesus, and all of this was a validation to the crowds and to you and I that this wild man in the desert was not just blowing smoke.  The Christ that He had preached was finally here and truly was this man named Jesus.  And He was the real Christ!  He was the genuine thing!  This is not Christ watered down!  This is not “less filling; tastes great.”  This is the real McCoy!  This is Heaven’s finest!  This is the moment; this is the man, and God wanted all of us to realize it!  John’s Jesus was the real Jesus!  

Lest we missed the shock and awe of the baptism and lest we witnessed but missed the point, Jesus went on to do mighty miracles and to fulfill every scripture prophecy of the Old Testament.  The burden is not on the believer to prove that He was the Messiah, rather the burden of proof is on the skeptic to try to disprove all of the prophecies that plainly show that He was who John said that He was!  You believe that Jesus was the Messiah or you wouldn’t be here.  But listen to your Messiah’s words about John:

Matt 11:11-15 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear. ESV
There has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist, Jesus said – but if you and I know what John knew and know Jesus as John knew Jesus, then the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  Better than Moses; greater than Elijah and Isaiah and Jeremiah and David and Daniel is John the Baptist!  He who has ears to hear, let Him hear:  if anybody had Jesus as He really was, then John did!  If John the Baptist was the greatest prophet of ancient history, then we should seek to know Jesus as He described Him.  The Jesus that John preached – say that with me:  “the Jesus that John preached.”  The Jesus that John preached was the real deal.  Everything that John said about Jesus was true!  Hear the greatest prophet’s testimony of our Messiah and Savior and King!  If John said it about Jesus, then I want to know it because that’s how Jesus really is!  

What are you trying to say, preacher?  We get it, John the Baptist really was the forerunner of Jesus who was the Christ and He told the truth, what of it?  Well, the problem is that today I see many a people who are preaching a Jesus, but He is a far cry from the Jesus of John’s introduction.  There are many people who believe in a Jesus, but He doesn’t look much like the Jesus that John preached.  If we want the original, then don’t settle for an imitation.  To really know Him is not to know Him as someone today presents Him, but to know Him as the very one whom He handpicked to foretell and introduce Him knew Him!  Some people preach a Jesus that Heaven’s never heard of!  We need to know and serve and love this Jesus – the real One – this Jesus that John preached!  

______________________________________________________________________

How is it that some today preach another Jesus than the original?  How can you know that the Jesus that you know and believe in is the real deal?  By comparing Him with the One whom John preached.  You see,  

The Jesus that John preached is the one, indivisible Jehovah God of the Old Testament come in flesh.

Listen to the words of this great preacher and forerunner of Christ:

Matt 3:1-3 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,  "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.'" ESV

John preached this about himself.  He was the one Jeremiah had prophesied of crying in the wilderness saying, “Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.”  It’s a simple Bible Study, but be sure that you get it.  He’s quoting Jeremiah 31:15.  But in the Hebrew, the term Lord is the special Jehovah or Yahweh.  It is the saving Name of the God of the Old Testament.  This is the one who met with Moses.  This is the one who said, “I alone am holy.”  This is the Jehovah God – Yahweh – who said “I will not share my glory with another!”  This is the same Jehovah God who said, “Hear O Israel, the Lord your God is one!”  This is the same Jehovah God who said through Isaiah:

Isa 44:6-8 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: "I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.  Let him declare and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 8 Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any." ESV

Isa 45:5-6 I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, 6 that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. ESV

Isa 45:21-23 Declare and present your case; let them take counsel together! Who told this long ago? Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the LORD? And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me. 22 "Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other. 23 By myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a word that shall not return: 'To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance.' ESV  

So John preached that He was the forerunner, the one preparing the way of this Jehovah Lord!  But who did He prepare the way for?  Do you get it?  This John knew nothing of a Triune Godhead, because such terms of a philosophy of God hadn’t been invented by man yet.  This John knew God as indivisible and unique.  And He paved the way for Him; He was telling everybody to get ready because this great Lord was coming to them.  Oh, Here He is!  Here’s Jesus!  That’s the Jesus that John preached!  

· The Jesus that John preached was the Lord of the Old Testament come to save!

· The Jesus that John preached was the Rock spoken of by Isaiah.

· The Jesus that John preached was and is the First and the Last, the beginning and the ending – just go to Revelation and you’ll discover that!  Another John preaching, but the same Jesus!

· The Jesus that John preached was the Savior and there is none besides Him!

· The Jesus that John preached is the one that Paul would tell us “every knee shall bow, every tongue shall confess.”  

· The Jesus that John preached is not part of God but all of Jehovah God come in flesh.

· The Jesus that John preached is not a part of the Godhead, but all the fullness of the Godhead is in Jesus in bodily form. (Colossians 2:9)  

Listen to another word from John’s preaching:

John 1:29-31 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.' 31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel." ESV

The One that John revealed to Israel was the one of whom he said, “after me comes a man who ranks before me, because He was before me.”  Wait a minute, John:  you’re the eldest here!  You were conceived six months before Him.  But John knew who Jesus really is!  The flesh that He became had a beginning, born under woman; born under law, but John knew Him like Isaiah knew Him: 

Isa 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ESV

The Jesus that John preached is also rightfully called the Mighty God; the Everlasting Father!  Listen to another John tell you a verse that we ought to quote more often:

1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. ESV       

1 John 5:20 And we [have seen and] know [positively] that the Son of God has [actually] come to this world and has given us understanding and insight [progressively] to perceive (recognize) and come to know better and more clearly Him Who is true; and we are in Him Who is true — in His Son Jesus Christ (the Messiah). This [Man] is the true God and Life eternal. AMP

It doesn’t matter which of the John’s that you are talking about, the Jesus that John preached “is the true God and eternal Life!”  Do you know the Jesus that John knew?  Not a man-made formula of who Jesus might be; not a Jesus that Heaven does not know, but do you know the Jesus that John preached?

______________________________________________________________________

I want to know the Jesus that Heaven knows!  And John knew that Jesus:

The Jesus that John preached demands true repentance.

“Prepare the way” John thundered.  He looked at the “religious” folks of his day who trusted in their manmade traditions and doctrines, and who were all show and all outward pomp and no substance and he thundered:

Matt 3:7-8 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. ESV

Say it with me, “bear fruit in keeping with repentance.”  Earlier, in the chapter, we find that they confessed their sins.  But the Jesus that John preached wanted people to truly repent and that meant confession and turning away from their sins.  If your repentance has no fruit to it, it really isn’t repentance!  

Some people today preach a Jesus that heaven doesn’t know because they preach a repentance that heaven hasn’t decreed.  They just say, “say, you’re sorry and you can keep doing what you’re doing.”  But John said, “This Jesus is coming to lay an axe to the roots.”  He said:

Matt 3:10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. ESV  

John is speaking of what Jesus came to do.  In context, the fruit is the fruit of repentance!  You don’t get saved by joining a church or shaking a preacher’s hand or praying a mass, man-made sinner’s prayer.  You might get man-made religion that way, but you don’t get the Jesus that John preached that way.  If you want Him to come, you’ve got to prepare the way by repentance with fruit of a changed life!  True repentance!  

And the repentance that prepares the way for the Jesus that John preached involves acting to make right the wrongs done.  Listen to this John preach:

Luke 3:9-14 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." 10 And the crowds asked him, "What then shall we do?" 11 And he answered them, "Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise." 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, "Teacher, what shall we do?" 13 And he said to them, "Collect no more than you are authorized to do." 14 Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what shall we do?" And he said to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages." ESV

True repentance!  This same Christ would later say, “unless ye repent, you will die in your sins.”  This is the real Christ!  He loves, but He demands repentance!  

Furthermore:

The Jesus that John preaches that true repentance is followed by water baptism.

Have you wondered why John didn’t go into the cities preaching and go to the people?  Why did he stay out in the wilderness and make people come to him?  The scripture tell us the answer:

John 3:23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and being baptized ESV 

John’s message of preparation for the coming of Jesus into their lives involved repentance and water baptism.  And he was not sprinkling them – he was baptizing them!  Let’s read the entire passage:

John 3:23-26 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and being baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison). 25 Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness — look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him." ESV

Let’s get our facts straight – John is sure to tell us at the first of the next chapter that Jesus, himself, didn’t baptize, but He commanded His disciples to do it for Him (see John 4:2).  But the fact is that Jesus didn’t present and preach water baptism as optional or just some public profession of faith as some people preach it today.  They taught it was necessary to the point that John arranged his entire preaching location so that he had much water.  If they truly repented, they got into the water.  Furthermore, this Jesus whom John preached believed so much in baptism that even though He had no sin, He got into the water as our example!  This Jesus that John preached said:

Except a man be born of the water and of the Spirit, He cannot enter the kingdom of God – John 3:5

He that believes and is baptized shall be saved – Mark 16:16

And obviously according to the testimony of John, when Jesus preached, he too, commanded people to get baptized!  Who do you want to follow – a man-made Jesus of modern times who is sort of a Jesus-lite?   Or the real Jesus, the Jesus that John preached?

And, oh, it gets better because:

The Jesus that John preached baptizes with the Holy Spirit!

Listen to this great preacher of old speak again:

Matt 3:11 "I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. ESV

This is the same Holy Spirit and fire that they began to receive in the book of Acts.  Listen to the words of Jesus Christ to His disciples in the first chapter of that book:

Acts 1:4-5 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." ESV

And so we come to Acts 2 where they stayed in Jerusalem:

Acts 2:1-4 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. ESV

Can your Jesus do this?  To hear some preachers preach, their Jesus cannot do this and will not do this.  But they are preaching a Jesus that heaven doesn’t know of, because the One who came from heaven baptizes with the Holy Ghost and with fire!  He still does it today!  He is the same yesterday, today, and forever!  Oh, that we would believe in the true Jesus, the Jesus that John preached!  

______________________________________________________________________

Now listen carefully:

The Jesus that John preached is worth serving utterly!

Hear the words of the young preacher who was of old:

John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease." ESV

Hear him again:

· Whose sandals I am not worthy to carry – Matthew 3:11

· The strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie – Luke 3:16

In other words, “I am not worthy to even serve Him.  It’s a great honor that I’m even able to do anything for Him.”  How different this is from the Jesus that some apparently believe in – some people feel that God ought to be glad that they serve Him and that Jesus ought to be thankful that they come to church once a week and give him an hour or so, because they’re so important and so powerful and …

No!  The Jesus that John preached is the true God!  He is the true God!  He is great!  He is mighty!  It is an honor that He would let me serve Him!  The Jesus that John preached is so great that it’s a privilege to even wash His feet!  I’m not worthy on my own merit to even carry His shoes for Him!  What’s your attitude towards serving Jesus?  It’s tied to your perception of Jesus!  If you serve the true Jesus, then you have humility and you know that He is worth serving utterly!  It’s an honor to be asked to give my life for Him because He’s already given His life for me!  Oh, that we would change our attitude to that of John because we got a revelation of this Jesus that John preached!  This is the true Jesus!

______________________________________________________________________

Listen to what it is said of the people after John had preached and they had responded:

Luke 3:15a  As the people were in expectation, ESV

The Jesus that John preached causes people to continually be in expectation.  Because He comes to those who prepare the way for Him!  He always shows up when invited and when He shows up, He always does great things!  Therefore, He is always looked for with great expectation!

How about your Jesus?  Does the Jesus that you have believed provoke expectation or yawns?  Does it lead to dead church or life-changing encounters?  Does the Jesus that you have heard preached lead to supernatural wonders or mundane tradition!  I don’t want a false Jesus or a Jesus that Heaven doesn’t know; I want the real Jesus!  Give me the Jesus that John preached!    

